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December 2020
Revd. Canon Miriam writes:
Dear Friends
‘Christmas in cancelled!’ screamed a newspaper
headline the other day fuelling a growing sense of
despondency and panic amongst the general population. ‘What are
we going to do about Christmas this year? What size turkey do I need
to order? Will I be able to see my wider family and grandchildren on
Christmas Day? Will we still be in lockdown? When will the retail
shops be open again?’ These are just some of the questions I have
heard people asking in the last couple of weeks. Without doubt
Advent and Christmas will be very different for the majority of
people, but let me re-assure you that CHRISTMAS IS NOT
CANCELLED! If anything, I think Christmas this year has the
potential to be a deeper and more spiritually enriching event than we
have perhaps experienced before.
Many, many years ago, Advent mirrored Lent in length so Advent
would have covered six weeks as opposed to the four weeks we now
keep. Both Advent and Lent are penitential seasons, times for
reflecting on our spiritual journey, but whilst Lent has a greater focus
on repentance and preparing ourselves to follow Jesus on his journey
to the cross and then celebrate his Resurrection on Easter morning,
Advent is a season that focuses on expectation.
St. Thomas Aquinas summarised Advent as a season to observe the
three comings of Christ. He says that in Advent we prepare for:
1. Jesus’s first coming in his Incarnation as a baby born in Bethlehem
2. Jesus’s second coming in glory
3. Jesus’s personal coming to our hearts
Advent urges us to look back and rejoice that Jesus came to be with
us in human form to experience all of the highs and lows that life
throws at us and to show us how we deal with them, promising us
that He is always with us. It also urges us to look forward to the day
when He will come again, in great power, to bring God’s kingdom to
fruition here on earth.
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It also challenges us to reflect on where Jesus is in our life today. Are
we ready? Are we prepared for the day when He will come in glory?
Our readings during Advent focus our thinking about being ready,
being prepared, we need to listen to them, to examine ourselves
inwardly and spiritually and to make way for Jesus to be a bigger and
more important part of our lives and the way we live.
Often Advent gets lost amidst the tinsel and toil of shopping, present
buying and wrapping, and organising family visits. One thing I think
we have learnt this year with Covid is the value of the simple things
in life. Time with loved ones, the beauty of the world around us as we
walk in the woods or the park and the power of reaching out to
others, friends, neighbours and even strangers, to support, encourage
and befriend. All of these activities and ways of being who we are
have provided riches and joys that are far beyond anything we can
buy in the shops or online.
The only gift that we truly need, which is in fact the greatest gift we
could receive, especially at this time, is the gift of hope. We have this
in abundance with the birth of Jesus. His birth brings hope into a
darkened and troubled world. His birth brings hope for a world that
will be kinder, gentler, more peaceful and fair. A world that
recognises the true value and rejoices in the uniqueness, of every
person whatever their creed, colour, gender, sexual orientation, or
age. His birth gives us hope, that His Kingdom, that he himself taught
us to pray for, will come on earth as it is in heaven.
No, my friends, Christmas is not cancelled, it will happen whether we
want it to or not, but what will it mean for you this year?
This Advent, in these different circumstances in which we are living,
can I encourage you to make time each and every day to stop and be
with God. It doesn’t matter how you do this, just do what works for
you. Whether you make a point of tuning into the livestreamed
services, set aside time for your own bible reading, read a Christian
book that guides you through each day of Advent, or you just sit with
a cup of tea for 10 minutes a day simply knowing that God is with
you, please make sure you do it each and every day because God will
richly bless as you open your heart and mind to him. If you lean on
Him, He will not let you down.
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May this Christmas bring you a real sense of God abiding with you
and in you. As you spend time with God each day perhaps you might
find it helpful to include as a prayer these words of longing from the
much loved Christmas carol O little town of Bethlehem: O holy child
of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray Cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad
tidings tell O come to us, abide in us, our Lord Emmanuel’
With my love and prayers for a blessèd journey through Advent
leading to a joyous celebration of Christmas.
Miriam x

Smile Lines from Parish Pump
Present
First man: ‘My wife doesn’t know what she wants for Christmas.’
Second man: ‘You’re lucky. Mine does.’
Little
“I didn’t look much – I’ve only got little eyes!”
7 year-old, about to be scolded for peeking at her Christmas presents
Picture
The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw a picture of a
Bible story with a Christmas theme. She was puzzled by Kate’s
picture, which showed four people on an airplane. She asked her
which story it was meant to represent. ‘The Flight to Egypt,’ was the
reply.
Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: ‘That must be Mary,
Joseph, and Baby Jesus. But who’s the fourth person?”’
‘Oh,’ explained Kate happily, ‘that’s Pontius – the pilot!’

Announcement
CONGRATULATIONS to Revd. Ben Weitzmann and Elizabeth
Griffiths on their recent engagement. We wish them happiness in
their life together.
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Altar Frontal and other Hangings
in Memory of David Williams
Many of you will remember David Williams who was our much
loved Reader here for a number of years until he died in 2017. In his
Will, David left a very generous bequest to All Saints’ of £120,000.
This money enabled us to retile the roof on the south side of the
Church and carry out some refurbishment work in Church which
included a new heating system, the removal of pews on the north side
and repair/sanding/varnishing of the wooden floor and a complete
redecoration of the Church. I am sure you will all agree that the
difference it has made to our Church interior is amazing. Whilst this
is a fantastic memorial to David, we were keen to ensure that there
was something in Church that would reflect the person that David
was and his ministry here at All Saints’ and his wider ministry with
children who had been bereaved and the support he gave to Yorke
Mead School each week when he would go in and listen to children
reading. In discussion with David’s family, we agreed that we would
commission a purple Altar Frontal in his memory. A small group who
had known David well met with Yvonne Bell, a Christian artist and
vestment designer, in September. We talked at length about David, his
working life, his ministry both in Church and beyond and the person
that he was. She then took all of this information away with her and
within a couple of weeks she sent up a proposed design. Yvonne
designs church vestments, altar frontals and other hangings with
painted silk panels. The design that she sent through was amazing
and with a few minor tweaks, we asked her to proceed. At the end of
October she delivered the finished articles. The images in the pictures
accompanying this article do not do justice to the real thing and I
would urge you
to come to see
them in Church
if you can. I
appreciate some
of you are
shielding and
are unable to
come and see
them
for
yourselves.
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The frontals will be used in the purple
seasons of the year which in includes Lent
and Advent.. The overall image is one of
people journeying towards the Cross which
symbolises people journeying in faith. As you
know, David was instrumental in journeying
alongside so many people and bringing them
to faith. The theme of people journeying is
also picked up on the lectern and pulpit
hangings On the altar frontal you will notice
some people carrying items, some of these
relate to the seasons of
Advent and Easter, so
there is someone carrying a small Christmas
tree, another carrying an Advent wreath,
another person carrying a crown of thorns etc.,
in addition there is someone carrying a
hammer one carrying a screwdriver which
relates to David's ability to fix, repair and
even make things, especially for Church.
There is also someone pushing a bicycle as in
the summer months David would often cycle
to Church. There is someone dressed in a
choir robe and there are musical notes to depict David's role
in the choir, and a blue Readers’ scarf. There is also a dog in memory
of the dog he once had. There are also images of children to represent
his work with them in the local school and through the voluntary
bereavement work he did. In the background there are stars to
remember his work with the children's bereavement group at the
hospice, which was called Stars, there is a small Concorde reminding
us of his involvement in the creation of this epic aeroplane. There is a
planet which reflects his wonder and interest in the universe,
something he often spoke about during his sermons. The cross in the
centre symbolises his strong faith and Yvonne has called this the
Croxley Cross. The Croxley Cross also features on the legilium and
the nave altar which provides a stunning visual image when you look
towards the High Altar from the nave of the Church. There are many
other details as well and I hope that when you look at the frontal you
will be able to see the elements that remind us of David.
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David had a very important and immensely
valued ministry here at All Saints’ and beyond
and his death left a huge gap which we are still
struggling to fill. It is however so amazing that
he continues to minister to us through his
generous bequest. Thanks to David, our
ongoing mission and outreach and what we are
able to now achieve within our Church in
terms of how we are able to use the space and our style of worship
has been greatly enriched. May he rest in peace, and rise in glory.
The Altar frontal and other hangings will be dedicated at our morning
service on Sunday 6th December when hopefully the lockdown will
have been lifted and we will be able to worship together again in
Church.
Miriam

Purple Chasuble and Stole
in Memory of Daphne Sharp
A purple chasuble and stole has also been made by Yvonne Bell
featuring the Croxley Cross. This has been paid for by a bequest from
Daphne Sharp who used to worship at All Saints’ before moving
away some years ago. We are so grateful for her generosity and that
she carried such happy memories of her time at All Saints’ throughout
her life. May she rest in peace, and rise in glory.
Miriam

The altar cloth being used at the
Service of Remembrance for the
Departed on Saturday 31st
October.
Although
there
was
no
congregation at the service, you
could
go
into
Church
afterwards, light a candle and
place it on the altar.
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Foringle
What do you get when you cross Forest Church with a Christingle
service?
A Foringle of course!!
With everything going on at the moment, we are unable to have our
usual Pop Up Café Christingle service. Knowing how popular this
service is, we wanted to be able to do something to celebrate getting
ready for Jesus’ birthday. So we have put our creative hats on and
come up with the idea of a Foringle. This lovely event will take place
outside in the Church Garden.
Due to the restriction on numbers allowed to attend services and the
need to ensure social distancing, we are planning three services
during the afternoon of

13th December, at 3pm, 4.15pm and 5.30pm.
There will be an opportunity to make a Christmas decoration as well
as a Christingle, followed by telling of the nativity story and singing
some carols.
Places for these services do need to be booked, so please make
sure that you go onto the Church website or that you contact the
Parish Office asap.
Do you have a garden gazebo that we could borrow for this event ?
Please let Miriam know if you do.
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Morning Prayer Psalms and Readings

for December as set by the Church of England
Date

Psalm

Reading

Tuesday
December 1st

80

Isaiah 43 v1-13

Wednesday
December 2nd

7

Isaiah 43v 14-end

Thursday
December 3rd

42

Isaiah 44v1-8

Friday
December 4th

25

Isaiah 44 v 9-23

Saturday
December 5th

9

Isaiah 44 v 24-45 v13

Sunday
December 6th

85 v 1-2,
8-13

Isaiah 40 v1-11

Monday
December 7th

40

Isaiah 45 v 14-end

Tuesday
December 8th

56

Isaiah 46

Wednesday
December 9th

62

Isaiah 47

Thursday
December 10th

54

Isaiah 48 v 1-11

Friday
December 11th

86

Isaiah 48 v 12-end

Saturday
December 12th

145

Isaiah 49 v 1-13

Sunday
December 13th

126

Isaiah 61 v 1-4, 8-end

Monday
December 14th

44

Isaiah 49 v 14-25
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Tuesday
December 15th
Wednesday
December 16th
Thursday
December 17th
Friday
December 18th
Saturday
December 19th
Sunday
December 20th
Monday
December21st
Tuesday
December 22nd
Wednesday
December 23rd
Thursday
December 24th
Christmas Eve
Friday
December 25th

70

Isaiah 50

75

Isaiah 51 v 1-8

76

Isaiah 51v 9-16

98

Isaiah 51 v 17-end

146

Isaiah52 v 1-12

89 v1-8

2 Samuel 11 v 1-11,16

121

Isaiah 52 v 13 -end of 53

124

Isaiah 54

130

Isaiah 55

45

Luke 2 v 1-14

110

John 1 v 1-14

Saturday
December 26th

13

Jeremiah 26 v 12-15

Sunday
December 27th
Monday
December 28th

148

Luke 2 v 15-21

36

Matthew 2 v 13-18

Tuesday
December 29th

21

John 21 v 19b to end

Wednesday
December 30th
Thursday
December 31st

113

John 1 v 19-29

102

John 1 v 29-34

Christmas Day

St Stephen

Holy Innocents

John Apostle and
Evangelist
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December Prayer Diary
Date

Croxley Community

1st

Sue and Roger McKeague

2nd

James McShane

3rd

Gill and Brian Main

4th

Jude, Yin and Alex Man

5th

Jane, Ed, Joseph and Ben Manning

6th

Janet, Graham, Zoe and Samantha Martin

7th

Miriam and Rao Mugan

8th

Judith and David Muir

9th

Valerie and Michael Murray

10th

Faith Nasir

11th

Sheila Newman

12th

Andrew Nobbs

13th

Anne and Chris Oke

14th

Margaret and Dick Paddick
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15th

Ann and Lyndon Palmer

16th

Francesca Sams

17th

Wendy Shafe

18th

Dorothy Sims

19th

Anthony and Mary Smith

20th

Jean Spencer

21st

Jo Sterk

22nd

Lillian and Jenson Tsang

23rd

Vicky, Katherine, William and James Vandy

24th

Derek and Maggie Wakefield

25th

Katie, Martin and Scott Wakefield

26th

Mary Wong

27th

Michael Adam

28th

Chris and Gill Ashley

29th

Shirley Barnes

30th

Jane Bates

31st

Sam Beard
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Report from PCC Meeting 5th November 2020
Access to Church Services and Related Activities During
Lockdown
The PCC approved a paper from Miriam with input from the
Churchwardens Team covering alterations to services during the
lockdown period and if required the period up till Christmas to
conform to the Government’s restrictions. Services would be
livestreamed with attendances kept to a minimum.
Review of Parish Finances
Andrew reported that the October accounts showed an overall deficit
of £14,293.81. He projected a year-end deficit of £20,363, which
would have to be covered from accumulated reserves. These reserves
would be seriously depleted so that it would not be possible to cover
a similar-sized deficit if it occurred in 2021. It would be necessary to
examine savings in all future expenditures at the budget meeting on 5
December, including the largest single item, the Parish Share
payments to the Diocese. The PCC considered the possibility of
reducing the Parish Share payments immediately but agreed to review
the situation at the December budget meeting, when information
about Diocesan proposals would be available.
Safeguarding
The PCC adopted guidelines from the House of Bishops for reporting
incidents defined as safeguarding Serious Incidents and other Serious
Incidents to the Charity Commission, together with a scheme of
delegation of responsibilities for reporting. Safeguarding Serious
Incidents will be reported by the Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser and
the Diocesan Secretary, while other serious incidents will be reported
by the Vicar or a Churchwarden. In both cases the Parish
Safeguarding Officer will report to the PCC. Anyone who wishes to
report a concern about a safeguarding incident must first speak to the
Vicar or the Safeguarding Officer and then complete a report form, to
be lodged in a Safeguarding folder kept in the Parish Office.
The PCC also approved a Level 1 Safeguarding Action Plan and
noted the accompanying Road Map. The Policy for Responding to
Domestic Abuse, adopted two years previously, was reviewed and readopted, together with the Domestic Abuse Charter.
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Charities to be supported during 2021
The PCC noted that the Sunday morning post service refreshments
had not operated since March 2020 due to the Coronavirus
restrictions, which had meant that three of the four charities chosen
for assistance during 2020 had received no financial support.
Members considered it unlikely that the Sunday refreshments would
resume before well into Spring 2021 and agreed in principle to
support during 2021 the following charities originally chosen for
support in 2020, for the months shown:
May/June/July – Mothers Union
August/September/October – Playskill
November/December/ January – Young Minds
Reports from Committees
Pastoral and Evangelism Committee:
Miriam reported that the live-streamed All Souls service on 31
October had been watched by a good number of people and there
had been excellent music performed by the Choir, including a duet
from Abbie and Zoe and a trumpet accompaniment to the final
hymn. The Parish Council had cancelled the Remembrance Sunday
parade and service, but she had held a short live-streamed service in
the church at 11am, which included an anthem recorded by the
Choir.
Buildings and Hall Committee:
John Galloway reported that the replacement windows of the hall
would have clear glass in the upper and kitchen windows and semiopaque glazing in the main lower windows and the small windows at
the east end of the hall. The windows are expected to be installed
during January. The Parish Council has refused an application for a
grant towards the cost of the replacement windows, which
disappointed PCC members as the hall is a community facility,
providing a venue for many local groups to meet.
Social and Fundraising Committee:
In view of the loss of fundraising income during 2020 the
Committee is looking for bright ideas to raise funds during 2021.
Anyone who has an idea for an event should ring Ann Palmer on
720856, or contact the Parish Administrator at the Office (772109).
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Christmas Trees for the Church
We need three large Christmas trees for the church and we’re having
problems sourcing Christmas trees this year. If you know of any large
fir trees which will be felled before Christmas please leave your
contact details at the Parish Office.
Office Protocol during Lockdown
The PCC noted the new procedures, to protect Jude our Administrator
and everyone using the Parish Office. During Jude’s working hours
(Tuesday-Friday 9.am-12.noon) no-one else is to visit the office
without knocking and waiting for her to answer. Everyone must
sanitise their hands and any work area and touch point they use on
entering and leaving the office.
Chris Fagan, PCC Secretary

Smile Lines from Parish Pump
Christmas cake
Every Christmas, composer Giacomo Puccini would have a cake
baked for each of his friends. One year, having quarrelled with Arturo
Toscanini just before Christmas, he tried to cancel the order for the
conductor’s cake. But it was too late, as the cake had already been
dispatched.
The following day, Toscanini received a telegram from Puccini:
“Cake sent by mistake.”
He replied by return: “Cake eaten by mistake.”
Attention
With several relatives visiting, I was struggling to get my wife’s
attention. So, I simply sat down and looked comfortable. That did the
trick.
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Favourite Hymns
Thank you to those who have contributed to our theme of favourite
hymns over the year. Some of you though said you found it too
difficult to select only one, and most months I chose the hymn that
went into our feature. I have really enjoyed this and found reading
hymns, whilst making my monthly selection, very comforting. The
final hymn which I have selected is one of my favourite Advent
hymns. It has a very stirring tune and the words reflect the
magnificence of our natural world; hills, rivers, mountains, valleys,
seas, sunsets and sunrises.
Hills of the North Rejoice
Hills of the North, rejoice,
River and mountain-spring,
Hark to the advent voice,
Valley and lowland sing:
Though absent long, your Lord is
nigh;
He judgement brings and victory.

Shores of the utmost West,
See the full journey done:
Prairie and lake are blest
Bright with the setting sun.
Far spreads the word that Jesus died,
Yet lives and reigns- the Crucified.
Shout, while ye journey home!
Songs be in every mouth!
Lo, from the North we come,
From East and West, and South:
City of God, the bond are free;
We come to live and reign in thee!

Isles of the Southern seas,
Deep in your coral caves
Pent be each warring breeze,
Lulled be your restless waves:
He comes to reign with boundless
sway,
And makes your wastes his great
highway.

C E.Oakley (1832-65) and others.

Lands of the East, arise,
Yours is the first bright dawn:
Open the seeing eyes,
Greet you the world’s true morn.
The God of all, whom you would
know
And seek on high, seeks you below.

Shelagh Booth

Croxley “Bright with the setting sun”
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Duty and the Gift of Grace
The man sat on the bench. He was
tired and felt overwhelmed. The
angel came and stood beside him.
‘You seem somewhat out of sorts
and, if I might add, somewhat
resentful and angry’, for angels
know the thoughts of humankind.
‘Certainly not’ came the man’s
reply. The angel remained silent.
Sometime later the man said rather quickly ‘Well perhaps I am a little
resentful’, for he thought that he needed to take on board what the
angel had said. ‘I am tired of doing things out of duty, the ‘shoulds’
and ‘oughts’ of life are getting to me and weighing me down’. ‘Have
you asked for God’s help in this matter?’
the angel said. ‘Of course I have’ the man
replied rather rudely, ‘I asked Him to help
me be more dutiful’. ‘Oh’ came the reply
‘Sometimes God answers requests.
Perhaps you might ask Him to help you
do things out of love rather than duty’.
The man said nothing and then finally got
up and walked off.
Some five years later the angel found the
man sitting on the same bench. ‘Well?’ said the angel. ‘I did as you
suggested, I asked God to help me do things out of love rather than
duty. I did not find that easy. However, slowly the burden seems to
have lifted. I don’t feel resentful anymore and I seem to see life in a
different light. I care about people in a different way. It is all very
strange and I don’t understand it, it is beyond me, moreover I would
like to thank you for your help.’ ‘Ah’ the angel replied ‘God’s Grace
is indeed beyond human understanding. Please kindly don’t thank me
but thank God for his gift and concern for you. I am just God’s
messenger’ and with that the angel departed. The man sat on the
bench for a long while pondering his encounter with the angel.
Revd. Anne
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Advent and Christmas Services
At the time of going to press, Advent and Christmas
services have been planned as follows.
Please check the website or phone the office to make sure
they are still going ahead as planned.
Advent Service :

29th November 6pm

Foringle :

13th December
3pm, 4.15pm, 5.30pm

Carol Service :

20th December 4pm
& 6pm

Crib Service :

23rd December
4.30pm
& 24th December
4.30pm

Midnight Mass :

24th December
11.30pm

Christmas Day

9.45am

Booking will be required for entry to all of the above
services.
Please do not just arrive for a service as you will not be
allowed to join in.
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
M.Inst.Ch.P. – HCPC Registered
Advice and Care on all Foot Problems
Clean Sterile Environment
Long Established Practitioner
Recognised by Insurance Companies
Free On-Site Parking
Ground Floor Access
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Mary Devine
Devine Feet Ltd
43, Beechcroft Avenue,
Croxley Green WD3 3EG
01923 25 16 25
www.devinefeet.co.uk

Fun!

Friendly!

LINE DANCE
Classes
FOR IMPROVERS & INTERMEDIATES
At All Saints’ Church Hall,
Croxley Green WD3 3HJ
EVERY WEDNESDAY 1.15pm-3.15pm

£6 per person • • • George and Barbara • • • 01923 778187
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Winter
Perhaps now more than ever, people are aware of the benefits of
getting outside and appreciating nature, even though by December it
feels as though everything is closing in. The last of the leaves fall,
water seeps off sodden fields.
Yet there are beginnings too. The
hedgerows and fields are suddenly full of
migrant birds settling into their winter
homes. Fieldfares and redwings are here
to escape continental snow and feast on
hedgerow berries.
In December, it is time to celebrate the turning of
the year by filling the house with evergreens,
holly branches and pine cones. Holly is one of
our native evergreen trees, with waxy leaves and
red berries. With the winter solstice, on
December 21st, comes the return of the light
where brightness will start to win the battle over
the dark at the rate of a minute or two each day.
The northern hemisphere is slowly tilting back
towards the sun. Spring is over the horizon.
We are fortunate in Croxley Green to have so many beautiful places
to walk and really appreciate nature in all seasons. We would like, in
next year’s magazines, to include walks that you enjoy. Tell us why
you have chosen that walk, and in what season you particularly like it.
It could be a favourite local one, or one further afield. Please try and
accompany it with some
photos.
We look forward to your
articles.
Please send to: magazine@
croxleygreenallsaints.org
Shelagh Booth
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All Saints’ Church Hall for Hire
An ideal venue for
parties, sales, quiz nights, dinners, dance and drama.
Details are on our website
www.croxleygreenallsaints.org
Hourly rates for single bookings;
Hall £25
Hall plus kitchen £30
Committee Room £10 Committee Room plus kitchen £15
Kitchen alone £15
Generous discounts for All Saints’ congregation and weekly hirers

Enquiries to:
email hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
or phone 01923 772109 Tues—Fri 9am—12noon

Graham Spendlove MCFHP, MAHFP
qualified foot health professional
TOE-TAL FOOTCARE
for all the family.

For the treatment of corns, callus, ingrown or thickened
nails, nail trimming and other complaints.
For an appointment that will last between 40 minutes and
1 hour at a cost of £30 in your own home
at a time to suit you.
Book now on 07799 033974
grahamspendlove@yahoo.co.uk
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A Funny Thing Happened to Me…
So, I’m sitting at my desk on a November morning, two days after
the latest lock-down news and I find myself intoning the words from
the song ‘’California Dreamin’’ (The nostalgic words of The Mamas
and the Papas). Gretel is out, so I can sing without restriction.
“All the leaves are brown and the sky is grey...I’d be safe and warm,
if I lived in LA...California Dreamin’’ (I’m not sure about that last
bit, but you get my drift). In fact, having preached in both Los
Angeles and Croxley Green, I know which I prefer, especially if the
CG Steam Fair follows the service. Additionally, although LA is
“warm’’, it’s not particularly “safe’’.
Anyway, back to my nostalgic dreaming, as I allow myself to be
warmed by memories. So in this season, I will allow myself to write
about some of the many amusing or memorable events that have
marked my journey.
About 20 years ago, I was travelling in Peru, teaching at a Bible
Seminary in Lima, on the coast and then visiting missionaries to the
Inca people of the High Andes. On arrival in Cusco, the former
ancient Inca Capital, a number of things are apparent. Firstly, it is
very hard to breathe (about 7,500 feet high) and you immediately feel
the effect of altitude sickness. Locals and visitors address this
problem, throughout the Andes, in a rather novel way. In every hotel
or restaurant, in many public buildings and homes, a large urn of
Coca Tea awaits the traveller. This is infused from the leaves of the
Coca plant, which when chemically treated can become cocaine. The
tea version is remarkable (and legally) effective against altitude
sickness (to that I can gratefully testify) and, yes, I did quite like it.
The second Cusco effect is the astonishing beauty of the city,
resulting from the marriage of Inca and Spanish styles.
Nothing however can prepare one for the grandeur of the Inca
fortress of Machu Picchu, some 50 miles away and it was to a
mountain village, not far from there, that I arrived on a bright Sunday
morning to conduct services at the village church. The ancient vehicle
could only make it so far, so the last mile or so, I had to take
advantage of a donkey to the village (where a large mug of Coca Tea
was thrust into my hand). The church leader’s family home
(innumerable small children) was attached to the church, the floor
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was straw-covered and was remarkable for the fact that numerous
guinea pigs and chickens had the free run of all the rooms (more on
that later).
I was informed that, as part of an elongated service which turned out
to be over 5 hours in duration, I was expected to officiate at a number
of ceremonies and preach appropriate sermons at each one of these;
the culmination of the day, before a communal feast, was to be the
Baptism, by total immersion of new converts. I watched with some
interest as they proceeded, before church, to dam a local mountain
stream, to prepare a deep enough pond for immersion; I was
scheduled to officiate, which meant standing waist deep in icy water
to baptise around a dozen male and female candidates.
The church was packed, with over 200 inside, on rough benches and
as many on the outside and as time passed, I was getting
progressively more breathless and more nauseous. Fortunately the
wife of the Pastor was on hand with the occasional mug of sustaining
Coca Tea (isn’t God’s creation wonderful ?).
Finally, we all filed outside to take part in the Baptism and that’s
when the problems really started –
During our time in church, a rather large Water Buffalo had taken a
fancy to our home made ‘’font’’ and having created a real mud hole,
was filling the whole space. Despite much encouragement, the beast
steadfastly refused to move. There followed somewhat protracted and
excited discussions about what to do and inevitably I was asked to
rule on the matter. My Solomon-style judgement was that buckets of
water be produced from the (icy) stream and that I adapted my
theology by pouring a bucket over the head of each candidate. This
was greeted by joyous acceptance and was followed by much hilarity
and singing - and that was that – except –
The banquet was to follow – and yes – you’ve guessed it, the main
menu items were the chickens that we had seen running about earlier,
but the regional delicacy was roasted guinea pigs – not too bad once
you’ve got past the idea of eating your children’s pets, they may
however have been better if the heads and innards had been removed
before roasting and serving. All this, of course accompanied by a few
more mugs of Coca Tea. The day was quite pleasant after all.
Ron Hibbert
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17th December Eglantyne Jebb
founder of Save the Children
Here is a modern-day saint whose
compassion and determination has saved
literally millions of lives.
Eglantyne Jebb did not begin as an obvious
‘mover and shaker’ of people. Born in
Shropshire in 1876, she grew up in
Ellesmere, studied History at Lady Margaret
Hall in Oxford, taught at Marlborough, and
then resigned as she was not physically
robust. Eglantyne moved to live with her
mother in Cambridge, and it would have been so easy to settle for a
life of peaceful obscurity. But she was a Christian, and at Oxford she
had developed a passion for social concerns, so this compassion now
drove her to take action. She began in 1906 by publishing research on
the poverty she’d found in Cambridge. Then in 1912 the Balkan Wars
broke out, and Eglantyne left Cambridge for Macedonia. Her months
among the refugees led her to decide that long-term constructive aid
was more effective than short-term handouts.
The First World War left Eglantyne horrified by the prolonged Allied
blockade on Germany and Austria-Hungary, which even after
Armistice meant starvation for millions of civilians, especially
children. And so in 1919 Eglantyne and her sister Dorothy Buxton
helped found the ‘Fight the Famine’ Council, which wanted to end
the blockade and establish a League of Nations.
One day during a rally in Trafalgar Square, Eglantyne was arrested
for distributing a leaflet showing starving children which read: “Our
blockade has caused this – millions of children are starving to death.”
She ended up in court and was fined, but the judge was so impressed
with Eglantyne’s commitment to children that he himself paid her
fine. His money became the first donation to Save the Children, the
new charity just set up by Eglantyne and Dorothy.
Parish Pump
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Save the Children was officially launched at the Albert Hall in May
1919, with the aim of helping the starving civilians of central Europe.
It was a success, raising £400,000 in that first year alone.
When in the autumn of 1921 Russia was facing famine, Save the
Children chartered a cargo ship, the SS Torcello, to carry 600 tons of
lifesaving food and medical supplies to Russia – saving hundreds of
thousands of lives.
By 1922 Save the Children had become one of Britain’s biggest
charities. Eglantyne Jebb’s Declaration of the Rights of the Child,
written in 1923, was adopted by the League of Nations the following
year. The present-day UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is
derived from it.
But ten years of running Save the Children had sapped Eglantyne’s
fragile strength, and she died in Geneva in 1928, aged only 52.
Parish Pump
********************************************************

The Story of Mince
Pies
Did you know that mince pies
have been traditional English
Christmas fare since the Middle
Ages, when meat was a key
ingredient?
The addition of spices, suet and
alcohol to meat came about
because it was an alternative to
salting and smoking in order to
preserve the food. Mince pies
used to be a different shape –
cradle-shaped with a pastry
baby Jesus on top.
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Let’s hear it for the Christmas card!
A folded piece of Christmas cheer
Came through the post today!
I love it when those cards appear
I love the things they say!
And at this busy Christmas time
I’m always glad to see
The Christmas scene or Christmas rhyme
That you have sent to me.
The trouble that good people take
Is really, really kind –
Some people even sit and make
A card for me to find!
And in our virtual world of text
And pictures on a screen
These bits and bytes leave me perplexed
If you know what I mean?
And so I think that it is fine
To see your kind regard
I can admire this Christmas time
Your real Christmas card!
by Nigel Beeton
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JAMES PEDDLE LTD

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
James Peddle is still independently owned and managed.
They pride themselves on giving a caring and
understanding 24 hour personal service.
Home arrangements by appointment
Golden Charter Pre-payment Plans
Probate Advisory Service
10 Moneyhill Parade
Uxbridge Road
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 2BE
(01923) 772013

172 New Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 3HD
(01923) 775013

51 Lower Road
Chorleywood
HERTS
WD3 5LQ
(01923) 286102

(24 hour service)

Rainbow Cottage Catering
Do you need catering for a party?
Hot or cold meals prepared for you for any occasion including
birthdays, Christenings, weddings, funerals, afternoon tea or just a
‘get together’
Great food, good prices, friendly service!

...and Cakes too !

Large and small cakes for all occasions,
including gluten-free or dairy-free.
Also a wide range of homemade jams, chutneys and other preserves.
Call Janet Martin on 01923 774514 or Wendy Shafe on 01923 441638
for more details
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MAGAZINE EDITORIAL TEAM
Wendy Shafe
Janet Martin
Shelagh Booth

441638
774514
779932

Please e-mail contributions to magazine@croxleygreenallsaints.org
by the copy dates below. If you have any queries, please contact one
of the team above. Thank you.
Final copy date:

15th December
15th January

for
for

January
February

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR: Fran Bennett
This month's cover is a design from Parish Pump
Acknowledgement
Unless otherwise stated, pictures are taken from Parish Pump or else they
are produced by members of the magazine team.
We encourage articles from a wide range of contributors and the
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editors.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS
The Magazine Team would like to wish its readers
A JOYFUL
CHRISTMAS
and
A PEACEFUL
NEW YEAR
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Choir :

Sarah Guest, Anne Oke and
Sam Beard

Hall Bookings:

hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
Tel: 772109

Electoral Roll Officer:
Chris Fagan

Tel: 720319

Planned Giving Officer:
Janet Martin

Tel: 774514

Youth Group:
Revd. Canon Miriam

Tel: 772109

Parent and Toddler Club Contacts:
Monday:
Jane Bates

Tel: 492890

Thursday:

contact through the Parish Office

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows:
Contact

girlguiding.croxley@gmail.com

Badminton/Games Group
Chris Oke

Tel:220782

Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org

THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who has helped to keep the magazine going
this year, through very strange times, by sending in articles, photos,
poems and thoughts. Please keep sending them in to keep the
magazine going.
Thank you also to those who have helped to distribute the magazine.
Fran, Janet, Shelagh and Wendy
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