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Sunday Worship in Church 
 
8am  Holy Communion BCP   
   (First Sunday of the Month) 
 
9.45am Parish Communion  
 
11.30am Family Service 
  (Third Sunday of the Month) 
 
Morning Prayers 8am in Church 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
Thursday 9.30am Holy Communion will 
resume on 10th June 

 

Services can be viewed on Facebook or 
the Parish website as follows:- 

Sunday 9.45am   Sunday Worship 

Morning Prayer 8am 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday  

 

 

The Church is Open Daily for private 
prayer and meditation. 

Please abide by the safety measures in 
place when you are in the Church. 

  
The Parish Office is open for enquiries 
from 9am to 12 noon, Tuesday to Friday.  
Answerphone available outside  these 
hours.            Tel: 772109 
Parish Administrator:       Judith Man      
       

Website:www.croxleygreenallsaints.org 

Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org  

Vicar:   

Revd. Canon Miriam Mugan  

The Vicarage  WD3 3HJ      Tel: 772109 
 

Honorary Priests: 

Revd. Dr Anne Shaw      Tel: 827663 

 
Churchwardens 

Lyndon Palmer                   Tel:  720856 

Anne Oke                            Tel:  220782 

 
Assistant Churchwardens: 

Nik Bennett                          Tel: 773623 

Ann Palmer         Tel: 720856 
          

   
Sacristan: Chris Oke          Tel:  220782 

 
Assistants: Mary Bittles       Tel: 771275 

   Chris Fagan  Tel: 720319 
  

Parochial Church Council: 
Secretary:  Chris Fagan      Tel: 720319 

Treasurer:  Andrew Nobbs     
                Tel: 770039 

 

 

Hall hire email; 

hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org 

Magazine 

magazine@croxleygreenallsaints.org 

All Saints' 
 Croxley Green 
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         May 2021 

            
Revd. Canon Miriam writes: 
      
 
 

Dear Friends 
 
Happy Easter! Yes we are still in the Easter 
season and as such we are called to continue 
celebrating Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 

Thank you so much for the lovely flowers, chocolates and generous 
gift card that you gave to me on Easter Sunday, what a lovely surprise 
that was! Your kind thoughts and generosity are so deeply 
appreciated. 
 
The Easter season continues until Pentecost which is on 23rd May. A 
significant date prior to this is Ascension Day which is on Thursday 
13th May. There will be a Deanery service at 7.45pm at St Marys 
Church Rickmansworth to which you are all invited. Further details 
will be available in my weekly letter nearer the time. 
 
As we slowly journey out of lockdown we are beginning to look 
ahead and explore what God is calling us to do and to be as 
individuals and the church post-Covid. There is no doubt that life has 
been changed by Covid in so many ways. Things that we took for 
granted like seeing friends and family, being able to hug or simply 
touch someone to reassure or encourage, being able to be 
spontaneous and pop out to the shops or to visit a special place are 
now highly valued and recognised as being so important for our 
emotional, physical, spiritual and mental wellbeing. The way we 
relate to others, the impact of social distancing, the way we have had 
to adapt our worship styles have all had a profound impact on us, but 
at the same time there are many positives that we have learnt along 
the way which will perhaps stay with us for a long time such as how 
we value our loved ones and the freedom and opportunities that we 
have.  

There are a number of exciting plans being developed for the coming 
months which I hope you will be able to engage with in some way.  
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As we begin to explore the way forward for us as a church we need to 
reflect on what has enabled and enhanced our worship during times 
of lockdown, when services and bible study groups were all online 
and when we were able to worship together in church.  Where have 
there been unexpected times of spiritual growth for us during this 
period?  Are we experiencing a greater sense of longing to know 
more about God’s will and purpose in our life?  What church 
activities did/do we miss most? What do we long for as we return to 
church?  In order to explore these questions and move forward as a 
church into the future we have planned a Parish half day on Saturday 
3rd July from 9.30am – 1pm which will be open to every member of 
our congregation.  It will be facilitated by Reverend Kate Peacock 
from the Diocesan Flourishing Churches Team. Please can you put 
this date in your diary and make every effort to attend. Your views, 
insights and experiences really are SO important to the discussions 
that we need to have.  Look out for more details nearer the time. 
 
Following the Lent courses and other courses that have happened on 
line over the last year we have decided that we would continue with 
the opportunity to meet and discuss aspects of scripture and our 
Christian journey. Starting in June we will have a monthly group 
meeting in church on the first Sunday evening of the month (time to 
be confirmed). The course that we will be doing will be the 
Unanswered Prayer Course  which is a follow up to the excellent 
Prayer Course that we did last year. For those who prefer meeting 
online we will also run this course during a weekday evening once a 
month.  There will be more information available in the coming 
weeks and you may be interested to read Pete Grieg’s book called 
God on Mute which provides some helpful insights into 
understanding and coping with those times when we feel God is not 
hearing or answering our prayers. 

We are planning to re-introduce our Thursday 9.30am morning 
Communion Service if all continues to go well with the restrictions 
lifting, on Thursday 3rd June. 
 
We are also exploring a drop in Coffee Morning on Friday mornings 
for anyone who wants to meet up with friends for a coffee or to  
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support people who are struggling to get out of their homes following 
long periods of shielding or isolating. Is this something that you 
could help with either serving tea/coffee, making cakes or just being 
available to listen and chat? Please speak to me if you are able to 
help, it doesn’t have to be once a week, once a month would be great. 
I am hoping that we will have enough people to get a rota together. 
 
So, there are lots of opportunities for you in the weeks and months 
ahead. Please hold all of these plans in your prayers because without 
your prayers then these are just ideas, we need them to be filled with 
God’s presence and guidance and fuelled by the Holy Spirit so that 
they become vehicles for building relationships with each other and 
growing spiritually. 
 
With my love and prayers 
 
Miriam. 

 
******************************************* 

Parish Register and Records 
 
  
FUNERALS  

 

 
22nd April 2021      Roger CATTERMOUL aged 76 years 
 

 
 
 

 

Thank you 
 

Thank you to all the people who contributed to the Easter flowers. 
They really brightened the Church and looked so beautiful for our 
Easter celebration. 
 
Thank you, also, to the Martin family for making our Easter Garden. 
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Morning Prayer Psalm and Bible Readings   

 2021 

Date Psalm Reading 

Saturday May 1st 
Philip and James Apostles 

146 John 14  
v1-14 

Sunday May 2nd 
 

22 v 25-end John15  
v1-8 

Monday May 3rd 
 

145 1 Peter 1  
v1-12 

Tuesday May 4th 

 
19 1 Peter 1  

v13-end 
Wednesday May 5th 

 
30 1 Peter 2  

v1-10 
Thursday May 6th 

 
57 1 Peter 2  

v11-end 
Friday May 7th 

 
138 1 Peter 3  

v1-12 
Saturday May 8th 

 
146 1 Peter 3  

v13-end 
Sunday May 89th 

 
98 John 15  

v9-17 
Monday May 10th 

 
65 1 Peter 4  

v1-11 
Tuesday May 11th 

 
126 1 Peter 4  

v12-end 
Wednesday May 12th 

 
132 1 Peter 5 

Thursday May 13th 
Ascension Day 

47 Luke 24  
v44-end 

Friday May 14th 
Matthias the Apostle 

150 Hebrews 7  
v26-end 
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 Saturday May 15th 47 
 

1 John 2  
v1-17 

Sunday May 16th 1 
 

John 17  
v6-19 

Monday May 17th 93 
 

1 John 2  
v18-end 

Tuesday May 18th 99 
 

1 John 3  
v1-10 

Wednesday May 19th 

 
29 1 John 3  

v11-end 
Thursday May 20th 

 
24 1 John 4  

v1-6 
Friday May 21st 28 

 
1 John 4  
v7-end 

Saturday May 22nd 43 
 

1 John 5 

Sunday May 23rd 
Pentecost 

145 Acts 2  
v1-21 

Monday May 24th 126 
 

Romans 1  
v1-17 

Tuesday May 25th 132 
 

Romans 1  
v18-end 

Wednesday May 26th 

 
119 v 153-end Romans 2  

v1-16 
Thursday May 27th 

 
143 Romans 2  

v17-end 
Friday May 28th 144 

 
Romans 3  

v1-20 
Saturday May 29th 147 

 
Romans 3  
v21-end 

Sunday May 30th 
Trinity Sunday 

29 John 3  
v1-17 

Monday May 31st 
Visit of the BVM  

to Elizabeth 

113 Luke 1  
v39-56 
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The Annual Meeting of Parishioners and  
the Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

Sunday 23rd May 2021 at 10.45am 

 

These meetings take place each year by 31st May. 
 

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners is held to elect two 
Churchwardens, who assist the Vicar to run the Parish and have 
particular responsibilities for parish buildings and physical property.  
 

This meeting can be attended by all parishioners and all are invited to 
attend. The serving Churchwardens are eligible for re-election but, 
like all other candidates, must be nominated and seconded.  
 

Candidates and nominators must be on the Parish Electoral Roll. 
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is open to those whose names 
are on the Parish Electoral Roll. Under the Church of England’s 
Representation Rules it must conduct the following business: 
 

(a) To appoint lay members to the Parochial Church Council (PCC). 
In 2021 there are three posts to be filled, to serve for three years. The 
members completing their term of service are able to stand for re-
election. 
 

(b) To appoint lay members to the Deanery Synod. (In 2021there are 
no vacant posts to be filled). 
 

(c) To appoint an Independent Examiner of the PCC accounts. 
 

(d) To receive a report on changes to the Electoral Roll. 
 

(e) To consider the Annual Report on the PCC proceedings and Parish 
activities, which will include reports on the fabric, goods and 
ornaments of the Church and on the proceedings of the Deanery 
Synod. 
 

(f) To consider the Financial Statements of the PCC for the previous 
year ending on 31 December which have been audited or 
independently examined. 
 

(g) Any other matters of parochial and general Church interest.  Any 
member present can raise any matter of concern to them under this 
heading. 
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N.B. These meetings will take place in the Church immediately 
following the Sunday Communion Service. It is intended to complete 
both meetings within one hour. Social distancing rules will be 
observed. In the event of a change in current Government guidance 
on public meetings the meetings will be held via Zoom. 
 

The Annual Report and the Annual Accounts will be published in 
advance of the meetings for you to read. Nomination forms for the 
election of lay members of the PCC are available from the Parish 
Office or from me Tel. 01923 720319 
 

Chris Fagan, PCC Secretary 
 
*********************************************************************************************** 

 

Some pictures of our Easter Celebrations in the    
                                                      Church Garden 
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 May Prayer Diary 

Date 
 

In our Church Family 

1st 
 

Valerie and Michael Murray 

2nd 
 

Faith Nasir 

3rd 
 

Sheila Newman 

4th 
 

Andrew Nobbs 

5th 
 

Anne and Chris Oke 

6th 
 

Margaret and Dick Paddick 

7th 
 

Ann and Lyndon Palmer 

8th 
 

Francesca Sams 

9th 
 

Wendy Shafe 

10th 
 

Dorothy Sims 

11th 
 

Anthony and Mary Smith 

12th 
 

Jean Spencer 

13th 
 

Jo Sterk 

14th 
 

Lillian and Jenson Tsang 

15th 
 

Vicky, Katherine, William and James Vandy 
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16th Derek and Maggie Wakefield 

17th Katie, Martin and Scott Wakefield 

18th Mary Wong 

19th Michael Adam 

20th Shirley Barnes 

21st Jane Bates 

22nd Sam Beard 

23rd Nik and Fran Bennett 

24th Mary Bittles 

25th Shelagh and Tony Booth 

26th Joan Bovington 

27th Rae Bowyer 

28th Ben, Michelle, Sanna and Sophie Brogden 

29th Christina, Gregory, Sabrina and Diana Bucur 

30th Alick and Hazel Burge 

31st Brian and Jennifer Clemow 
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What Can You Get For £7.50 ?   
 

Coffee and a cookie 
Battered cod and half a portion of chips 
Chicken Korma from the local Indian 
Several daily newspapers       
Three Magnums (other ice-creams are available) 
OR 
An adult ticket to spend the day at Chiltern Open Air 
Museum. 
 

Nestled in 47 acres of Chiltern countryside, this absolute 
gem of a place is about nine miles drive from Croxley Green. 
Adjacent to the site of the old Newlands College, it offers 
the opportunity to travel back in time and see how people 
of this area lived and worked.  The vast majority of the 
buildings are original and have been lovingly restored and re
-erected on site to form a “village’’ atmosphere centered 
around the Village Green and its maypole. 
 

Some visitors arrive and ask where the planes are.  The 
only ones on site are models suspended by fishing wire from 
the ceiling in the Nissan Hut.  It’s all in the interpretation 
of the name, you see. It is a museum set in the open air, not 
an air museum that is open. 
 

Having settled that issue, I can confirm it is a place of calm 
and tranquillity; full of beautiful buildings, barns, gardens 
and animals both farm and wild. 
 

A team of incredibly hard-working specialists and 
volunteers toils ceaselessly to maintain and improve the site 
and its buildings and it is a joy to behold. 
 

Life at the Centre has been very hard over the last 
eighteen months (as it has been for hundreds of museums), 
but with Government support and the unfailing dedication 
of staff, it is still standing and raring to embrace a new 
season. 
 

The snack bar on the Green is open and there are plenty of 
socially distanced tables and chairs to accommodate the 
picnics from home. 
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Although, at the moment, visitors cannot walk around the 
houses, they are open for a good nosey inside from the 
doorway.  The cows, sheep, goats,  chickens and ducks 
provide plenty of fun with their daily antics and if you are 
really lucky and visit on a day when the gypsy cob, Falcon, 
is on site doing some tree hauling work in the woodland, 
then you will certainly leave the site with wonderful 
memories of an age gone by. 
 

Currently, the museum is open to the public on Fridays to 
Mondays inclusive from 10 am onwards.  The balance of 
the week during term time is for school workshops and 
extra cleaning. There is ample free parking and plenty of 
toilets. Up to date info is always available on the internet.  
Just Google COAM. 
 

As Boris gives us more freedom, then the museum will be 
able to offers its public more freedom and the ‘new 
normal’ will be well and truly on its way. 
 

I can’t wait! 
 
Sheila Gilbert 
 
*************************************************** 

 

Smile Lines from The Parish Pump 
 
The puppies 
A client brought a litter of Golden Retriever puppies to the local 
veterinary clinic for inoculations and worming.  As the look-alike 
pups tumbled over and under one another in their box, the 
experienced vet realised it would be difficult to tell which had been 
treated and which hadn't. So, the vet turned on the water tap, wet her 
fingers and gently moistened each dog's head as she finished giving 
it the necessary shots. 
 
After the fourth puppy, the vet noticed her hitherto talkative client 
had grown silent and was looking rather reverent.  As the animal 
doctor sprinkled the last pup's head, the owner leaned forward and 
whispered, "Thank you so much. I hadn’t realised you baptised 
them, too.”  
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Cherries in the Chilterns 

We recently spent a sunny afternoon walking 
around the Chiltern Open Air Museum, about 
a 20 minute car ride from Croxley Green. 
 
 A friend of ours is a volunteer gardener there 
and had told us it 
might be a good 
outdoor place to 
visit with our 
two 
granddaughters. 
Whilst we were 
interested in the 

33 rescued houses they have 
reconstructed, ranging from an Iron Age 
dwelling to a prefab house, (with an 
immaculately kept garden and 
allotment), they loved the Easter hunt 
for letters scattered around the parkland, 
which they worked out spelt Springtime. 
They also found the greedy goats amusing 
and the other farm animals too. 
 
I was particularly interested in the cherry orchards and information 

Cherries were grown in the Chilterns on the free-draining 
chalky soils. The chalkiness is said to bring out óa bright 

acidityô in the juice. 
A typical orchard supported about 60 fruit trees per acre. 
Trees were much bigger than modern varieties and 

planted at lower density. 
A large labour force was needed to pick the fruit in June-

July.  
The workforce included both local and itinerant workers. 
Children would stay off school to help, often as bird 
scarers. At the end of the harvest everyone gathered to 

celebrate óCherry Pie Sundayô, traditionally on the first 
Sunday of August. 

 

 

Gypsy cob, Falcon 

Greedy goat! 
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The cherries would then be sent up to the 
London markets by horse and cart and 
later by special trains. However, British 
cherry orchards started to disappear in 
favour of bland varieties from abroad.  
 
 
 

 
 

85% of traditional cherry orchards have 
disappeared over the last 50 years, 
including our very own one (Stone’s 
Orchard) in Croxley Green.  

 
Shelagh Booth 
 
******************************************************** 

Christian Aid Week  
10th – 16th May 

 
The pandemic has meant that Christian Aid 
Week this year will face difficulties in raising 
funds for vitally important development 

projects. But there is still much we can do.  
 
This year, the Croxley Green Christian Aid Committee will be 
delivering a Christian Aid envelope to your home with a letter 
explaining how you can donate to Christian Aid. You can either pop 
your envelope with the donation in through the door of an address 
near you which will be on the letter or you can donate via the web-
site https://www.christianaid.org.uk. Please make cheques payable to 
‘Christian Aid’. You can also obtain envelopes and return them with 
your donation to All Saints Church. 

 
If you would like any more information please contact: 

 
All Saints Church Office  

Tel: 772109 email: office@croxleygreenallsaints.org 
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 Dates for your diary – Events planned this year 
 

19th/20th June   Sponsored pilgrimage 
     (see below for more details) 
Sunday 4th July      12 noon  Parish barbecue.   
     Come along to the Church garden and reconnect 
     with a barbecue lunch and games  
     Tickets:  £7 adults, £5 children, £20 family 
Sunday 27th June   after 9.45am service   ‘Pimms and Puddings’ to 
     welcome Paul Palmer after his ordination and 
     first service 
Sunday 19th Sept    12 noon  Harvest picnic lunch.  
     Bring your picnic and a rug to the Church garden 
     and share harvest celebrations.  (Some tables and 
     chairs will be available, and games) 
Saturday 23rd Oct Pre-Christmas Market  (more details to follow) 
 

Events will take place as long as government restrictions allow 

 
Put your walking boots on….. 19

th
 and 20

th
 June 

 

Following the success of our sponsored walk last summer, where we 
aimed to cover the distance to Canterbury (but far exceeded that!), we 
have decided to push ourselves a little further this year.  Miriam has 
challenged us to walk the distance to a special place of pilgrimage in 
NW Spain, Santiago de Compostela, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
This is at the culmination of the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage route 
and is the alleged burial site of the apostle, St. James. The city was 
destroyed at the end of the 10th Century and was totally rebuilt in the 
following century.  
To walk to Santiago de Compostela from All Saints’ Church is a 
distance of 1089 miles or 1753km.  According to Google Maps it 
would take 13 days and 16 hours to walk the total distance! 
 

So how will we cover this distance? 
 

The idea is that as many people as possible will join in and walk, run 
or cycle a distance that works for them over the two days.   
Have you ever done a marathon?  Would you like to try?  This could 
be your chance. 
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Are you the next Captain Sir Tom Moore?  Could you be sponsored 
to walk laps of your garden or up and down your street? 
Have you ever done a marathon?  Would you like to try?  This could 
be your chance. 
Fancy the Tour de France?  Maybe not quite the same, but could you 
get on your bike and contribute some miles? 
Have you always wanted to walk the Parish Boundary Walk? Have 
you discovered new routes during the last year that you could share 
with someone? Do you walk to the local coffee shop for a treat? 
Whatever you can do, it will be added to the total and will help us 
reach our destination. Every step is important! 
 

We will set up a pilgrimage WhatsApp group for those who have this 
technology so that we can encourage each other, share photos, maps 
and stories as this worked really well last time.  Walk with family, 
friends or on your own… every mile counts. 
 

We all had great fun last year, despite the frequent showers and 
lockdown restrictions.  Have a look at the poster on the office 
window to see some of the photos submitted by the participants.  
 

Look out in next month’s magazine for details of how to sign up to be 
part of this challenge, as well as details of an online fundraising page.  
Give the link to friends and family who would like to sponsor you for 
your bit of the journey.  Let’s see if we can smash the target distance 
and last year’s financial total.   
 

We look forward to you joining us for another fun, fundraising 
weekend in June. 

 

100 Club  
 

We are thinking about bringing this back to All Saints’.  It is a way to  
raise money for Church by buying a ticket for a monthly draw. Each  
month a number of winning tickets are drawn and the ticket holders  
win a cash prize.  Would you be interested in taking part?  Please let  
us know by emailing the office or talking to anyone on the SOFUN  
committee: Ann or Lyndon Palmer, Janet Martin, Nik Bennett, Chris  
Fagan or Judith Man. 
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A Funny Thing Happened (Part 3)  
‘Memories are Made of This’ 

 

As the  Dean Martin song puts it – ‘take one fresh and tender kiss....... 
one girl, one boy, some grief, some joy, memories are made of 
this...stir carefully through the days, see how the flavour stays, these 
are the dreams you will savour... with His blessings from above, 
serve it generously with love....memories are made of this’. 
 

It has been said that ‘Life is built on Memories’ and these memories 
can have many facets – Family, Friends, Holidays, Food.   Some 
memories may not always be pleasant, but they form the fabric of our 
journey to become all that God created us for and wants us to be. And 
it is God who can use the bad past as well as the good past to enable 
us to reach our destiny. The real key in life is to make a decision that 
we will not allow ourselves to become imprisoned by any event in 
our past. With God’s help that can be done: we can break free. 
 

Many of my friends would say that I have always been something of 
a bon vivant and that my judgement of good hotels and food can 
usually be trusted. Gretel would say that I can remember everything I 
have ever eaten and where I have eaten it. She also alleges that half 
way through any meal I am planning the next.  Here is my first travel 
tip concerning food. Any food which has a national identity is often 
better (and sometimes more hygienic) when eaten outside its country 
of origin. For example, the place to eat the best Mexican food is in 
Texas (TexMex) and I have eaten it in both places. Most Asian food 
is better in Singapore than in the country it originated. Indian food is 
arguably better in Bradford than Bangalore. Even more important is 
the rule, never (with few exceptions) to have ice in your drink, once 
beyond Dover, without knowing the source of the water used for 
freezing. I was travelling in India with a colleague and I needed to 
leave him in a cafe for a few minutes to get a drink, as I had to find a 
bank.  On my return ten minutes later I saw, to my horror, that he had 
a glass of juice that had ice in it. He had left a couple of ice cubes in a 
dish and as they melted, before our horrified eyes, you could actually 
see pond life in the water – we hardly saw him for two days, but his 
speed across the ground was impressive. 
 

One of the earliest lessons I learned when travelling through Eastern 
Europe was to eat- and fill your vehicle with fuel- whenever and 
wherever you could, rather than follow your usual routine. This  
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meant, for example, that I would never allow the tank to be under 
half full. Similarly I learned to eat whatever food was in season and 
to take staple items, such as corned beef (one of my all time 
favourites) and Mars Bars, with me. Once in a Romanian restaurant 
(not one of my favourite foodie countries), I asked the dour waiter for 
the menu and all he would say, with reverential pride,  was ‘we have 
chicken’.  On being asked for the third time for a menu, he replied 
with some vigour ‘I AM THE MENU AND WE HAVE CHICKEN’, 
so, guess what, we ate chicken.  It came to the table looking and 
tasting as if it had come from a famine- stricken chicken farm.  It was 
accompanied only with a mountain of cabbage, it being cabbage 
season.  Having got through this, our waiter announced that they had 
‘chocolate’.  Thinking, rather naively, that this might be some kind of 
chocolate pudding with custard, we ordered four servings. Two 
minutes later he returned, proudly bearing with him four plates, on 
each of which was a bar of plain chocolate, which was quite vile. 
 

As this story illustrates, memories are as much to do with the 
occasion, as the food. Moscow was a cold dark place in February 
1976. Sometimes my travels in Eastern Europe were clandestine but 
this time it was official. For a long period of time, the country would 
only recognise two religions, the Russian Orthodox Church and the 
Baptist Union. The various Evangelical groups, including Baptist, 
Methodist, Pentecostals and so on, had to accept Baptist leadership, 
in order to meet openly. There would be informers in every service, 
but they learned to cope with that. I also had to learn to be 
circumspect in what I said and in general behaviour, knowing that 
attempted entrapments would be made. I had a variety of security 
devices for my hotel room doors, which were usually bereft of door 
chains. Specific rooms were allocated to foreigners, which, in 
addition to being bugged, could have extra problems such as false 
backs to wardrobes etc. The rule was, not to allow anyone to be in 
your room when you were there alone, not even for room service, as 
once another person was inside, any allegation was possible.  The 
evangelist Billy Graham would always ask a member of his staff to 
check the whole room before he entered, just in case there was an 
unpleasant surprise , this usually being in the form of a provocatively 
attired young lady. 
 

Hardly any restaurants were available and the food was generally 
inedible, except when I was being taken for a formal meal with the  
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government   officials   responsible    for  Religious   Affairs. On  this  
occasion I was accompanied by three officials and three rather timid 
members of the Baptist Union Committee. We were taken to a meal 
in a hotel, where there was a performance by a Russian Dance group, 
and we were shown to a table alongside the dance floor.  The food 
was passable. Then it was Cabaret Time.  The troop of eight young 
female folk dancers was really rather good, that was until they stood 
in front of our table and divested themselves of all clothing above the 
waist. The Baptist church leaders were outraged and stood up to walk 
out, expecting me to do the same.  Recognising this as a deliberate set
-up, designed to get us to walk out and so offend our hosts, I 
proceeded to stand up, applaud and laugh loudly. In addition, I went 
to each of the dancers and gave them $10 each as a tip. They were 
overjoyed and withdrew, the Baptists sat down and the officials, 
realising they had been rumbled, laughed uproariously. The end result 
was that they gave me permission to preach in Moscow churches - 
minus the dancing girls. 
 

I have eaten some very strange and obnoxious things in my time and 
learned very early on in my travels that it was not wise to enquire as 
to the identity of what was on the plate as I had to eat it anyway. One 
of the advantages of old age is that people expect you to be eccentric 
and crotchety and you consequently live up to their expectations. In 
short, I will eat what and when I want and feel no obligation to accept 
something I don’t like.  On a trip to the Middle East a few years ago, 
our waiter suggested that we try their local delicacy. Our friends 
asked, as normal, ‘what is this?’ I replied: ‘just eat it or you’ll cause 
offence’, making sure that the dish was not served to me. Later on, 
they made another mistake by asking me ‘what it was’, wrong time, 
wrong question, it was deep fried sheep testicles.  Apart from the 
above appendages, there remain three things I will not eat under any 
circumstances. Firstly, I will not be coerced into eating the eyes of 
any creature. I have tried the eyes of fish and sheep; never again. I 
will not eat the Asian, crunchy, boiled and fertilised duck egg called 
Balut. I will not eat a lethally smelling fruit in Asia called durian.  
Many hotels, as you enter, have a sign, like a ‘no smoking’ sign, of a 
durian fruit, with a red line running across it.   You will find further 
details about both of these on Wikipedia, but don’t read before your 
next meal.  My dislike of eyes stems from a boat trip on the Mekong 
River, bordering Thailand and Laos. Gretel and I were teaching a 
group  of  50  church leaders from Laos. We were not allowed to meet  
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them inside Laos, so we brought them across into Thailand for a few 
days of relaxation and teaching. As a treat we took them on an 
evening dinner cruise which was delightful  until we were served 
with the only item on the menu – fish stew, full of  fish heads and 
eyes. 
 

I do however love most kinds of water living creepy crawlies. Gretel 
and I have frequently visited  churches in New Orleans and the 
Mississippi Delta, where most of the Cajun citizens of the USA live. 
Their own definition of a Cajun is ‘one who will never starve when 
there’s a ditch close by’ and the subtly spiced Cajun food would be 
high on our list of favourite memories and, in season, their crawfish 
is not to be missed.  One of our highlights was eating in a simple 
shack built on stilts in the Delta and having a huge pile of crawfish, 
sweet corn and onions, just tipped onto the table, with the sun going 
down and mosquitoes- the native bird of Louisiana- in great 
profusion. Also high on the list would be stone crab claws with 
melted butter in Florida. Many people associate lobster with fine 
dining, but I don’t agree. The stone crab is the true king of shellfish. 
They are also the most expensive, due to harvest restrictions. 
Fishermen can only remove one claw from each male crab and the 
crab is then put back in the sea where it grows another claw in a 
year. And yes, I hear you ask, I have also eaten alligator. 
 

Ron Hibbert 
 

To be continued in the June Magazine 
*******************************************************

Electoral Roll Revision 

The annual revision of the parish Electoral Roll has been conducted. 
Sadly, four enrolled parishioners have died: Michael Bovington, 
Roger Cattermoul, Margaret Hobbs and Brenda Mayes. There are 
three newly- enrolled members: Abbie Guest, Zoe Martin and 
Katherine Vandy. We are very pleased to welcome them to 
membership. They are now eligible to attend Annual Parochial 
Church Meetings, to vote in elections of lay members to the PCC 
and the Diocesan Synod and even to stand for election themselves if 
they are nominated and are willing to serve. The number of enrolled 
members currently stands at 84. 
 

Chris Fagan, Electoral Roll Officer 
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Graham Spendlove MCFHP, MAHFP 
qualified foot health professional 

TOE-TAL FOOTCARE  
for all the family. 

 
 

For the treatment of corns, callus, ingrown or thickened 
nails,  nail trimming and other complaints. 

 
For an appointment that will last between 40 minutes and 

1 hour at a cost of £30 in your own home 
at a time to suit you. 

 
Book now on 07799 033974  

grahamspendlove@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 
          All Saints’ Church Hall for Hire   
 
                    An ideal venue for  

parties, sales, quiz nights, dinners, dance and drama. 
Details are on our website 

www.croxleygreenallsaints.org 
 

Hourly rates for single bookings; 
  Hall £25    Hall plus kitchen £30 

Committee Room £10   Committee Room plus kitchen £15 
Kitchen alone £15 

Generous discounts for All Saints’ congregation and weekly hirers 
 

Enquiries to: 
email  hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org 

or phone  01923 772109 Tues—Fri 9am—12noon 
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Earth Day 

 
 
Well done to team Martin / Jones for their collective efforts clearing 
up Croxley. They joined in with Earth Day, participating in the local 
litter collection that was organised. Over the 3km they cover they 
gathered 1.42kg of rubbish! They certainly enjoyed their reward 
cookies at the end.  
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     Fun!         Friendly!  

LINE DANCE  

Classes  

FOR IMPROVERS & INTERMEDIATES  

 

At All Saintsõ Church Hall,  

Croxley Green WD3 3HJ  

 

 

EVERY WEDNESDAY  1.15pm -3.15pm  

 

 

§6 per person  · · · George and Barbara · · · 01923 778187 

 
CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
M.Inst.Ch.P. – HCPC Registered 

 
Advice and Care on all Foot Problems 

Clean Sterile Environment       Long Established Practitioner 
Recognised by Insurance Companies 

Free On-Site Parking         Ground Floor Access 
  

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
  

Mary Devine 
Devine Feet Ltd 

43, Beechcroft Avenue, 
Croxley Green WD3 3EG 

01923  25 16 25 
www.devinefeet.co.uk 

http://www.devinefeet.co.uk/
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Two gullible friends bluebell walk! 

Last year, a friend and I took a beautiful walk through the bluebell 
woods near Chorleywood, supplemented by a coffee (and cake!) at 
Rowan Garden Centre Muddy Boots café. We decided to repeat the 
walk this year to record for this magazine’s walks theme. However, it 
turned out to be a slightly different experience from the one we had 
planned! 
 

We parked the car  near The Stag pub, The Swillet, Heronsgate 
Village opposite Old MacDonalds Nursery. My friend set her Strava 
to record the route making it easier for the write up and I had my best 
camera ready for excellent shots of views en route. Truly organised, 
we set off taking the route across the playing fields, left over the stile 
to join the end of Bullsland Lane, taking in the lovely views, and 
down the open track, then up a wooded path, hoping to follow the 
route to crossing over Newlands Park. 
 

To our surprise, we were met with high metal fencing and a diversion 
taking us to walk parallel to Gorelands Lane. Peering between gaps in 
fencing at various intervals, we observed a semi constructed barn or 
house all on its own in the middle of a field. Was it going to be a new 
housing estate? If so, it all looked very strange. 
 

Crossing over the lane, we arrived at the Garden Centre. Knowing it 
would be closed, we were well prepared with thermos and biscuits. 
Drinking and munching, we were still discussing what was behind 
the fencing. 
 

Our return route was through the Newlands Park main entrance. 
Somewhat wary of the security guard on the gate, we checked if we 
were allowed to cross the park and asked what was happening. He 
informed us that the site on the right was for a film set (wouldn’t say 
name of film) and the construction we had seen was part of this. We 
enquired about the U.S. tents and hangars on the left of the site and, 
with a straight face, he told us they were for future asylum seekers. 
We set off, following the edge of the metal fencing to the left, 
discussing why the asylum seekers were in tents, what the hangars 
would be used for, how easy it would be to climb the fence and how 
poor the facilities would be. We made sure no one was looking when 
we took some photos to show everyone back home! 
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At the edge of the park, we turned right, walking at the edge of 
Philipshill Wood. At last, what we had come to see. The bluebells 
were coming out. A truly beautiful sight. Our minds were still fixed 
not on the bluebells but on the barbed wire fence at the edge of the 
wood. How easy it would be for anyone to climb over! Back past 
Bullsland Farm and two beautiful houses we arrived at the car.  
 

An interesting walk with so much to tell!! 
 

Later that evening, I checked my camera, no photos!  
 

I received a text from my friend. Her Strava had stopped after nine 
seconds being placed back in her back pack!  
 

No evidence whatsoever of our walk or, more importantly, asylum 
seekers!  
 

Later that evening, another text, ‘I have looked up online to see what 
is happening at Newlands Park. US film company has sought 
permission to use the whole site for a TV series.  No asylum seekers!’  
 

Gullible? Yes………..but a good laugh for all in the Church office 
and everyone reading this magazine! 
 
Jane Bates 
 

ɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕɕ 

Coronavirus – warning about vaccine 
 

This happened recently and is an 
important lesson for our friends and 
family in the older age group. A 
friend had his second dose of 
vaccine at the vaccination centre.  
Shortly afterwards he began to have 
blurred vision and struggled to get  
home. 
 

He rang the vaccination centre and asked if he should go straight to 
the hospital for help. He was told NOT to go to the hospital, but 
instead to return at once to the vaccination centre and pick up his 

glasses….          0ÁÒÉÓÈ 0ÕÍÐ 
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JAMES PEDDLE LTD  
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
James Peddle is still independently owned and managed. 

They pride themselves on giving a caring and 
understanding 24 hour personal service. 

 
  Home arrangements by appointment  
   Golden Charter Pre-payment Plans 
   Probate Advisory Service   

  
    10 Moneyhill Parade   172 New Road   51 Lower Road 
    Uxbridge Road     Croxley Green   Chorleywood 
    Rickmansworth    Rickmansworth   HERTS  
    HERTS WD3 2BE   HERTS WD3 3HD   WD3 5LQ  
    (01923) 772013     (01923) 775013   (01923) 286102 

  
        (24 hour service) 
  

 
Rainbow Cottage Catering  

 
Do you need catering for a party? 

Hot or cold meals prepared for you for any occasion including 
birthdays, Christenings, weddings, funerals, afternoon tea or just a 

óget togetherô 
 

Great food, good prices, friendly service! 
 

...and Cakes too !  
Large and small cakes for all occasions, 
including gluten-free or dairy-free.   

Also a wide range of homemade jams, chutneys and other preserves. 

Call Janet Martin on 01923 774514  

for more details 
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MAGAZINE EDITORIAL TEAM 
 
Wendy Shafe              441638 
Janet Martin                      774514 
Shelagh Booth                  779932 
 

Please e-mail contributions to magazine@croxleygreenallsaints.org 
by the copy dates below. If you have any queries, please contact one 
of the team above. Thank you. 

 

Final copy date:  15th May  for  June 

     15th June  for  July 

 

 

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR: Fran Bennett 

This month's cover is a design from  Parish Pump 

 

Acknowledgement 

Unless otherwise stated, pictures are taken from Parish Pump or else they 
are produced by members of the magazine team. 

 

 

We encourage articles from a wide range of contributors and  the 
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editors. 
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Choir :   Sarah Guest, Anne Oke and  

   Sam Beard 
     

                     
Hall Bookings:            hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
     
                                  Tel:  772109 
  

Electoral Roll Officer: 
Chris Fagan                          Tel:  720319 
 

Planned Giving Officer: 
Janet Martin           Tel: 774514 

 

Youth Group:         
Revd. Canon Miriam       Tel: 772109 
 
 
Parent and Toddler Club Contacts: 
Monday:      
Jane Bates                     Tel: 492890
     
Thursday:                                                 contact through the Parish Office
        
   

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows:    
Contact                                                       girlguiding.croxley@gmail.com
               
 
Badminton/Games Group     
Chris Oke                         Tel:220782 

 

Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org  


