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November 2021
Revd. Paul writes:
Dear Friends,

It is a pleasure to be able to offer my first
contribution to our Parish Magazine. It is now four months since I
joined you as Curate and, looking back, it has been a time of
enormous change. Not only have I been Ordained and started
ministry with you all, but I have seen a major change in my work life
as I have faced an expected redundancy and my wife and I have seen
our daughter depart for university, making us empty-nesters. All this
change has been supported by my wonderful new church family and
particularly by Revd. Miriam. I mentioned, when I returned from a
family holiday at the beginning of September, that coming back to
All Saints’ already felt like coming home. This is a testament to the
inclusive welcome that we offer and the way that we are open to
everyone who comes through the doors of our Church building.
I’ve also had some great experiences. I’ve been humbled to be able
to assist at two funerals and have attended two baptisms, as well as a
joyous wedding. Being able to be a part of these ministries is an
important experience for a Curate but I am always humbled to see
how God comes alongside people through our services; in comfort
for the bereaved, in welcome to new Christians and in joy at the
celebration of two people’s love for each other. The conversations
that come with parish ministry are also becoming more and more
important. I’ve had some inspiring chats with our whole community
at coffee after Church – with our children, our young people, people
who have been part of the All Saints’ community for many years and
those who have come through our doors for the first time. I’ve also
spent some time walking around Croxley Green and some of the
chats that I’ve had in the coffee shop or the supermarket are just as
important as those in our Church building.
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I’ve been really pleased to see how many children and young people
we have in our community and really want to encourage them to see
how important they are to the life of All Saints’. Miriam and I have
spent some time talking with five of our children who will be making
their first Holy Communion on 7th November and we would really
like everyone to come along to our 9.45am service on that day to
support and encourage the children and their families. I’m also
looking forward to tea and cake in the Church Hall afterwards! As
well, we are hoping to start a conversation with our young people to
find out what is important to them and what being part of a Christian
community means to them.
Underpinning my experience has been a new pattern of prayer.
Joining and helping to lead our 8am service of Morning Prayer on
Facebook has been important as well as our in-person service on
Thursday morning. If you’ve not experienced these short times of
prayer to start your day, please do join us. You may have seen from
Facebook that I walk and pray often, and having the extra time to be
outdoors that not working has given me has been a tremendous gift.

By the time you read this, we will have had our Early-bird Christmas
Market - I’m sure that it will be a fabulous success! I am now
looking forward to the re-start of our Drop-In Café which will be
every Friday morning form 10.30am in the Church Hall – please
come along! And I’m also looking forward to Advent and Christmas
with Christmas being such a special time for all, but especially for us
as Christians as we remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus.
All of these experiences over the past four months have shown above
all what I see is God at work in our community - in our worship, in
our welcome, in our support of and care for each other and in how we
are starting to reach out into the wider community. Thank you for
making me feel so at home and for allowing me to come alongside
you. I am really hopeful for the rest of my Curacy with you all; for
friendships, learning, growth, outreach and, above all, fun!
Wishing you every blessing,
Paul
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Parish Register and Records
FUNERALS
7th October 2021

Gryffydd David EVANS aged 75 years

25th October 2021

Keith Augustus Ervine AKERS aged 53
years

********************************************************

Congratulations to Ben and
Elizabeth
Congratulations to Ben and Elizabeth
Weitzmann on the birth of their daughter
Rosina Abigail Hazel, born on 27th
September.
Our roving reporter, Shelagh Booth,
bumped into them at Merchant Taylors
Hall recently on Rosina’s first outing to
London aged just two weeks. Previous to
this picture, she had slept through a
beautiful service at St Paul’s Cathedral.
*******************************************************

Smile lines from Parish Pump
Heaven
An elderly couple died and were received by St Peter through the
Pearly Gates into heaven. They found it a wonderful place. The husband said to his wife: “If you hadn’t fed us such healthy food all our
marriage, we could have reached here years ago.”
3

Morning Prayer Psalm and Bible Readings
November 2021
Date
Psalm
Reading
Monday
1st November
Tuesday
2nd November
All Souls’ Day
Wednesday
3rd November
Thursday
4th November
Friday
5th November
Saturday
6th November
Sunday
7th November
Monday
8th November
Tuesday
9th November
Wednesday
10th November
Thursday
11th November
Friday
12th November
Saturday
13th November
Sunday
14th November
Remembrance Sunday

2

Matthew 1 v 18-end

5

Matthew 2 v 1-15

9

Matthew 2 v 16-end

15

Matthew 3

16

Matthew 4 v 1-11

18
v 31-end
62
v 5-end
20

Matthew 4 v 12-22
Mark 1 v 14-20

21

Matthew 4 v 23
-chapter 5 v 12
Matthew 5 v 13-20

23

Matthew 5 v 21-37

26

Matthew 5 v38-end

32

Matthew 6 v1-18

33

Matthew 6 v19-end

16

Mark 13 v1-8
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Monday
15th November
Tuesday
16th November
Wednesday
17th November
Thursday
18th November
Friday
19th November
Saturday
20th November
Sunday
21st November
Christ the King
Monday
22nd November
Tuesday
23rd November
Wednesday
24th November
Thursday
25th November
Friday
26th November
Saturday
27th November
Sunday
28th November
Advent Sunday
Monday
29th November
Tuesday
30th November
Andrew the Apostle

47

Matthew 7 v 1-12

52

Matthew 7 v 13-end

56

Matthew 8 v 1-13

62

Matthew 8 v 14-22

63

Matthew 8 v 23-end

76

Matthew 9 v 1-17

93

John 18 v 33-37

96

Matthew 9 v 18-34

97

Matthew 9 v 35
-chapter 10 v 15
Matthew 10 v 16-33

112
125
88

Matthew 10 v 34
-chapter 11 v 1
Matthew 11 v 2-19

145

Matthew 11 v 20-end

25
v1-9

Luke 21 v 25-36

50

Matthew 12 v 1-21

47

John 12 v 20-32
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Social and Fundraising Committee Diary
The excitement of the Early Bird Christmas Market is now behind us
but as we look ahead to Advent and the Christmas season there are a
number of special services and events which we have planned and
details are below:28th November : Advent Service

The Advent Service will be at 6.00pm followed by wine and nibbles
in the Church.
December Dates for your Diary:5th December :

Watford Community Orchestra Christmas
Concert

11th December:

Parish Council Christmas Market

12th December:

Christingle Pop-up Café and service

19th December:

Carol Service

Christmas Post Box
The Christmas Post Box, for Croxley Green
addresses only, will be at the back of the church
from Sunday 28th November until Sunday 12th
December. The suggested donation is 20p per card
and all proceeds will be donated to Crisis. Please
ensure that all cards have the correct name
(including surname) and full postal address. Please
note we will be unable to deliver any cards which
are not correctly addressed.

As you can see we have a busy calendar in the lead up to Christmas
so please put these dates in you diary now.

Ann Palmer
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Quiz Night
Saturday 20th November
From 7pm for 7.30pm start
£12 per ticket
In the Church Hall
In aid of the Hall Refurbishment Project

The whole evening will be great fun so get a table
together and have a really good night out.
Supper of beef chilli and rice
or vegetarian option
Bar

Raffle

Come and have fun and help us to raise some
money to improve our
Church Hall
Tickets available from Vicky Vandy
………….
or contact Jude in the Office 01923 772109
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Women’s Section
Royal British Legion
You may or may not be aware that, along
with being Chaplain to our local branch
of the Royal British Legion, I am also the
County Chaplain to the Women’s Section
of the Royal British Legion. It is a role
that I really enjoy, not least because of the
amazing women that it brings me into
contact with who work tirelessly to raise
funds to support families of service people who have left active
service as well as those who have lost husband or wife in the course
of duty in serving our country. It was set up in 1921, with the task of
safeguarding the interest of widows and families of ex-Servicemen
and women, and to augment and widen the activities of the Legion.
The Women’s Section is autonomous and self-funding, and also
comes under the Royal Charter. Its National President is her Royal
Highness the Princess Royal. Today, the Women’s Section continues
to support these families who, to most of us, are invisible. Whether it
is providing a child with a new bed, sheets and duvets or a young
person with a laptop and the necessary programs to enable them to
engage with home learning during the pandemic or paying for a
replacement washing machine, the Women’s Section seeks to ensure
that no-one who has served in the armed forces or their family goes
without things that most of us would take for granted. In the coming
weeks you will see poppies being sold as we draw close to
Remembrance Sunday on 14th November. Did you know that it was
the Women’s Section of the RBL who initially took on board selling
the poppies on the streets and to this day this is a major part of their
fundraising?
The poppy that we wear is a reminder to us to
reflect on the horrors of conflict, it reminds us
of the deaths of so many people who have
served this country in the armed forces as
well as those who have suffered life changing
and life limiting injuries in times of conflict.
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They are symbols of hope for a better future, a future when
differences can be dealt with in ways that do not lead to war. Please
make a point of buying a poppy when they are on sale, please
remember the work of the women’s section of the Royal British
legion with families and individuals who have served our country to
enable us to live with the freedom we have today and whose lives
have been drastically changed through the effects of war and conflict.
If you would like to know more about the work of the Women’s
Section or would like to become a member yourself, please speak to
me, it is an amazing organisation to support.
Revd. Miriam

You are warmly invited to join us for…

Afternoon Tea
on Thursday 25th November
at 2pm in the Church Hall
Do join us for a catch-up and Carol singing
Please phone Jude in the Office (01923 772109)
to let her know that you will be coming.
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Glasgow and COP26.
We recently spent a few days in Glasgow,
once the second largest city in the Empire. It
can be reached by train from Watford
Junction and is well worth a visit. It is a city
which is laid out on a grid pattern, so it is
relatively easy to walk around and orientate
oneself. We had never been there before and
found so much to keep us busy - the
Cathedral, the Necropolis, the Willow Tea
Rooms (with décor by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh), many interesting art galleries
Glasgow Cathedral

and
museums,
the
Botanic gardens and the
SEC on the River Clyde,
which is very much in
the news at the moment
as it is hosting the
COP26 Talks, October
31st to November 12th.

A basking shark made entirely of plastics found
in the sea.

COP26

This is the United Nations climate change conference. It has been
held over from 2020 because of COVID. Over 30,000 delegates,
including officials from 197 countries will attend, including business
leaders, climate experts and press from around the globe.

The need for meaningful and rapid climate action has been growing
over the years. In 2021 we have seen devastating floods in Belgium
and Germany, and extraordinary weather has killed over 200 people
in Western Europe. In China, Zhengzhou, a city with a population of
10.5 million, experienced 12 months rainfall in one 24 hour period.
There have been heatwaves in the western United States and Canada,
where temperatures in June rose to an unprecedented 49.6 centigrade.
There were wildfires in California in August. Also in August there
were extended heatwaves in Greece and Turkey and as a result
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extensive fires. We are now a code red on climate change. Ashok
Sharma, this year the UK president of COP26, has warned that the
world is running out of time on climate change, and we are damaging
our environment.
What can each individual do?
All of us can help with climate change, and no one should
underestimate their own role in that. There are simple things we can
change about our diets and where we get our food. We need to buy
locally and seasonally and be aware of the air miles involved in many
of the things we buy. We should, if we can, grow more vegetables in
our gardens and allotments. We should use our cars less and walk
more, and if possible use bikes or public transport. Fitting energy
efficient lighting (LED bulbs) and appliances can also lower our
carbon dioxide emissions. We can also reduce energy use by using
“eco” modes on our washing machines. We can all do more and there
is clearly a long way to go.

Shelagh Booth

Remembrance Sunday
Service
Sunday 14th November
Join together for a
Service of Remembrance starting at 2pm
at the War Memorial
on the Green
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November Prayer Diary
Date

In our Church Family

1st

Anne Harris

2nd

Gretel and Ron Hibbert

3rd

Francis Hilsden

4th

Matthew, Sarah, Emily and William Hilton-Dennis

5th

Sheila Hiscock

6th

Phil and Linda Hobbs

7th

Val Hunt

8th

Valerie Kendle

9th

Margaret and Roger Kircher

10th

Karen, Paul, Amelia and Olivia Jarvis

11th

Carly, Paul, Lucas, Oliver and Finley Johnson

12th

Sam, Simon, Carys and Nerys Jones

13th

Anni and Tom Lowery

14th

Lorraine, Nigel and Isobel McCobb

15th

Jean McLaughlin
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Date

In our Church Family

16th

Sue and Roger McKeague

17th

James McShane

18th

Gill and Brian Main

19th

Jude, Yin and Alex Man

20th

Jane, Ed, Joseph and Ben Manning

21st

Janet, Graham, Zoe and Samantha Martin

22nd

Miriam and Rao Mugan

23rd

Judith and David Muir

24th

Valerie and Michael Murray

25th

Faith Nasir

26th

Sheila Newman

27th

Andrew Nobbs

28th

Anne and Chris Oke

29th

Margaret and Dick Paddick

30th

Ann and Lyndon Palmer
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Notes of the PCC Meeting on 7th October 2021
Deepening Discipleship
The PCC considered the third component of a new Mission Action
Plan, led by Sam Jones and Ann Palmer.
After a reading on the meaning of Discipleship the meeting formed
groups in the north aisle to consider the following questions:
“We are all unique and different, each with a special and personal
relationship with God. Irrespective of our age and life experiences
we are all at different places on our journey to know the living God
better.
a) How did you come to know God? Discuss your journey of
faith.
b) What helps you to connect with God? Is it worship, prayer,
study groups?
c) What has helped you during the pandemic and supported you
on your journey?
d) Have you attended any courses here/ how have they helped
you? If you don’t attend any courses here what would encourage
you to attend?
e) What would you like to do more of or see us offering? This
may not be something we are doing yet!”
The groups entered their responses on a questionnaire form and gave
feedback on their discussions. They then considered three further
questions, also completing a questionnaire:
“As a Church and as individuals it is part of our role as disciples to
share the good news.
a) How do you feel about inviting others to Church?
b) What would help us to be a congregation that regularly invites
others to come to Church or encourages others to consider
Baptism or Confirmation?
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c) We all have unique skills and talents to offer in our service to
God and one another. How can we support and invite others in
making valuable contributions to the life of All Saints’?”
Each group then gave their feedback.
The meeting concluded with a night service.
Miriam thanked everyone for their participation, which was very
valuable. The groups’ written responses to the questionnaire will be
studied as part of the MAP planning process.
Thinking about the questions asked at the meeting, how do you think
you would respond to them? What thoughts occur to you about
being a disciple? Miriam would love to hear from anyone who has
ideas to put forward.
Chris Fagan
PCC Secretary

*******************************************************
Smile lines from Parish Pump
Daily Mail
At a recent church meeting, our Sunday School teacher requested
that a notice be put into the weekly pew-sheet, asking for church
members to bring in any old copies they had of the Daily Mail. She
wanted the newspapers for a big Christmas project involving lots of
paper mache, and thought that the ink on the Daily Mail would be
less messy.
The secretary made a rough note, and the notice went in: ‘Wanted
by our Sunday School teacher: lots of daily males.’
Stewardship
Our church launched a new Stewardship Campaign, which instead
of holding a series of events, decided to focus entirely on one big
fund-raising event. The evening became known as “putting all our
15

6th November
William Temple
Archbishop of
Canterbury
During the Second World War,
Winston Churchill was Britain’s
Prime Minister. At the same time,
William Temple was Archbishop
of Canterbury. While Churchill led
the country against Germany,
Temple encouraged the British people to trust the Lord for their
deliverance and strength. Like Churchill, Temple was a great leader, a
gifted orator and a prolific writer. He was also a theologian and social
activist.
Temple was born on 15th October 1881 in Exeter, Devon. He was
educated at Rugby School and Balliol College, Oxford, from 1900
to1904. He loved the music of Bach, the poetry of Browning and
Shelley, and Shakespeare. He was an avid reader and possessed a
near-photographic memory.
He became president of the Oxford Union and after graduation was a
lecturer in Philosophy at Queen’s College, Oxford. He was a member
of the debating society and was a skilled and balanced debater.
Following his ordination in 1909, and priesting in 1910, Temple was
headmaster of Repton School for four years. He married Frances
Anson in 1916. They were childless.

From 1921-29 Temple was Bishop of Manchester. During this time
he was seen as a pioneer of the Ecumenical Movement and gradually
became a national figure. In 1926 he urged the British government to
seek a negotiated agreement to the General Strike.
Temple excelled as a moderator, a teacher and a preacher, and his
appointment as Archbishop of York (1929-40) was a popular one. His
influence also led to the formation of the British Council of Churches
and the World Council of Churches. During the 2nd World War he
jointly founded the Council of Christians and Jews to combat antiSemitism and other forms of prejudice in Britain.
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As Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-44) Temple became an
outspoken advocate of social reform and became involved in the
campaign against unemployment, poverty and poor housing. He
believed in the rights of all people, whether rich or poor, and was a
leading force for social justice. He was grounded in the problems of
the working man and in his book Christianity and Social Order
(1942) he shared his vision for all to have access to healthcare,
education and decent housing. His radical thinking and activism
played a foundational role in the formation of the British Welfare
State.
Temple died aged 63 at Westgate-on-Sea, Kent on 26th October 1944.
He was the first Primate of All England to be cremated and his ashes
were buried in the cloister garden of Canterbury Cathedral. He is the
last Archbishop of Canterbury to have died while in office.
Parish Pump

We remember
The Somme, Dunkirk and
Passchendaele
Cause us to think of times of war,
When men and boys went bravely
out
They fought, some died and
returned no more.

Another Man gave up His life,
Another war, another fight,
With all mankind held fast in
chains
As darkness fell as black as night.

The cost was high, a sinless life
To break the chains and set us
They gave their all that we should free,
live,
The Lamb of God on Calvary’s
We never should forget such cost, cross
Remembering with thankful
Paid that price for you, for me.
hearts
Our freedom gained as lives were
lost.
By Megan Carter
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Advent Reading
Advent is a time of preparation, of getting ready, and I don’t mean
the manic shopping, present buying and wrapping, Christmas card
writing and house decorating activities that drive so many people at
this time of year. Advent is a time to reflect on where we are on our
Christian journey, how ready we are to greet Jesus when he comes
again and how ready we are to really enter into the spiritual journey
to Bethlehem as we remember His birth in a stable. To help you in
your spiritual journey through Advent, you might want to set aside
some time each day to read, reflect and pray. To assist you in this I
have listed some books below that may be helpful. All are available
at Amazon. Why not gather a few friends together and start an Advent
Book Club meeting each week in person or online to share your
experiences and understanding of the book that you are reading?
Let it Slow by Stephen Cottrell
This understanding and uplifting book offers
another way to approach Christmas and to discover
how its joys and promises can restore our lives, not
add to their burdens. You are invited to take a few
minutes each day during December to join in a
conversation with the bestselling author, Stephen
Cottrell, who offers simple reflections and practical
suggestions for making your Christmas the
celebration it is meant to be.
Image of the Invisible by Amy Scott Robinson
When you hear the name ‘God’, does an image
come into your head? Do you think of Him as a
shining light, or with a human shape, or as an anchor
in the storm, a rock, a fortress? As we look towards
celebrating the incarnation at Christmas, we
consider how God chose to express himself, in a
moment in history, as a tiny baby. Amy Scott
Robinson, a poet and storyteller, answers this
question with imagination and a close reading of the
text. Week 1: When God appears, Week 2: God the creator, Week 3:
God the owner, Week 4: Veiled in flesh, Week 5: Visible in creation.
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Advent Together. A book for the whole Family
Journey through Advent together as a family with
daily readings, prayers, thoughts and activities for
all ages. As the parents of a blended family of
five children, Steve and Bekah Legg bring a fun,
engaging and accessible approach to reading and
understanding the Bible so that everyone can join
in and understand.
Revd. Miriam
Walking Backwards to Christmas by Stephen
Cottrell
Read that title again? Yes, it’s a title that catches
your eye! But the author’s name also caught my
eye! Stephen Cottrell, now the Archbishop of
York, has written books and course material for
many years. What he writes is always so easy to
read, like a novel – no doctrine – but surprising
me, making me think again about the familiar. So
when Miriam mentioned this book in passing last
Advent I knew that I wanted to read it!
Each chapter absorbs us into the moment when one character affects
or is affected by their part in the Christmas story: it might be a key
character such as Mary or Herod, or the insight of the Innkeeper’s
wife (as imagined by the author) or the reaction of an awestruck
shepherd boy. Stephen Cottrell makes that person so real, and in
such a way that we enter that situation too.

The title ‘Walking Backwards to Christmas’ means we start with the
wonder of Anna, the elderly woman in the temple, who with
Simeon, meets the baby Jesus in his mother’s arms, and ends with
Moses. Why go back to Moses? You’ll have to read the book!
As the inner cover inscription says, this book is: ‘For all those who
thought they knew the story well’. It certainly made me think afresh
and enriched my Christmas ...and I will be reading it again this year!
Anne Oke.
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All Saints’ Church Hall for Hire
An ideal venue for
parties, sales, quiz nights, dinners, dance and drama.
Details are on our website
www.croxleygreenallsaints.org
Hourly rates for single bookings;
Hall £25
Hall plus kitchen £30
Committee Room £10 Committee Room plus kitchen £15
Kitchen alone £15
Generous discounts for All Saints’ congregation and weekly hirers

Enquiries to:
email hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
or phone 01923 772109 Tues—Fri 9am—12noon

Graham Spendlove MCFHP, MAHFP
qualified foot health professional
TOE-TAL FOOTCARE
for all the family.

For the treatment of corns, callus, ingrown or thickened
nails, nail trimming and other complaints.
For an appointment that will last between 40 minutes and
1 hour at a cost of £30 in your own home
at a time to suit you.
Book now on 07799 033974
grahamspendlove@yahoo.co.uk
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Early Bird Christmas Market
Saturday 23rd October
Thank you very much to all those people who helped in so many
ways - donating items to sell, setting up, clearing away, ‘manning’ the
stalls, selling Grand Draw tickets, working in the kitchen and the
Church tea room, baking cakes and, of course, coming along to

The Church and Hall were packed with
craft stalls and Tombolas as well as
games for the children (and those who
are young-at-heart) to play.
During the day, there was live music from
Night Train and the children from Centre
Stars sang a medley of songs to entertain
22

Grand Prize Draw Winners
Christmas Market 2021

Prize
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

12
13
14
15
16

£250
James Estate Agent
Afternoon Tea for Two
-Sopwell house
£550 Gift Voucher
-Venture Photography
Bottle of Malt Whisky
Garden Weather Vane
Bottle of Prosecco
Copper Water Bottle
-Rock and Move
Bottle of Port
3 Tickets for
Hollywood Bowl
Bottle of
Cremant de Loire
Make Your Own
Christmas Decorations
-Buying Books with Bal
2 Bottles of Wine
£245 Gift Voucher
-Venture Photography
2 Bottles of Wine
Gift -Rainbow
Cottage Preserves
Christmas Hamper

Ticket
No.
1713

Chris Holding

317

Kathryn Duffy

2019

Simon Jones

30
917
147
1243

Sheila Newman
James Cobley
Gillian Main
Simon Jackson

1036
1802

Joe Watts
Mary Wong

1832

Jacqueline Norton

267

Basil Jarvis

2767
339

Peter Beckett
Jane Bates

298
316

Chris Oke
Kathryn Duffy

1839

Sarah Williams
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Name
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JAMES PEDDLE LTD

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
James Peddle is still independently owned and managed.
They pride themselves on giving a caring and
understanding 24 hour personal service.
Home arrangements by appointment
Golden Charter Pre-payment Plans
Probate Advisory Service
10 Moneyhill Parade
Uxbridge Road
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 2BE
(01923) 772013

172 New Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 3HD
(01923) 775013

51 Lower Road
Chorleywood
HERTS
WD3 5LQ
(01923) 286102

(24 hour service)

Rainbow Cottage Catering
Do you need catering for a party?
Hot or cold meals prepared for you for any occasion including
birthdays, Christenings, weddings, funerals, afternoon tea or just a
‘get together’
Great food, good prices, friendly service!

...and Cakes too !

Large and small cakes for all occasions,
including gluten-free or dairy-free.
Also a wide range of homemade jams, chutneys and other preserves.
Call Janet Martin on 01923 774514 or Wendy Shafe on 01923 441638
for more details
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
M.Inst.Ch.P. – HCPC Registered
Advice and Care on all Foot Problems
Clean Sterile Environment
Long Established Practitioner
Recognised by Insurance Companies
Free On-Site Parking
Ground Floor Access

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Mary Devine
Devine Feet Ltd
43, Beechcroft Avenue,
Croxley Green WD3 3EG
01923 25 16 25
www.devinefeet.co.uk
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Autumn Family Service - St Francis of Assisi
We gathered together on a lovely autumnal Sunday morning in the
Church Hall where Revd. Paul told us the story of St Francis of Assisi
who was born in Italy in 1182 into a wealthy family. However, due to
some sad events that happened to him in his early adult life, he
decided to give away all his money and live a life of poverty.
St Francis is known for his love of nature and animals. There are
many stories about him and his preaching to animals. It is said that
one day he was talking to some birds when they began to sing
together. Then they flew up into the sky and formed the sign of the
cross. It was also said that Francis could tame wild animals. One
story tells of a vicious wolf in the town of Gubbio that was killing
people and sheep. The people of the town were very frightened and
didn’t know what to do. Francis went to the town to confront the
wolf. At first the wolf growled at Francis and prepared to attack him
but Francis made the sign of the cross and told the wolf not to hurt
anyone else. The wolf then became tame and the town was safe.

After the story we had a great time singing songs about the whole
wide world and how God is a great big God and he looks after us all
and thinking about what we’d do if we were a butterfly or a bear or a
fish, accompanied by lots of actions and our instruments. (Can you
find any titles of songs that you know here?)
We had brought our cuddly toys to help us think about how St Francis
loved animals as we love our toys and when we had our parachute
prayers our toys had a ride on the parachute as we thanked God for
all animals and insects that make our world a wonderful place.

In our craft activity we thought about how we can help all creatures
so we made a bug house from a biodegradable cup packed tightly
with sticks, straw and moss and a bird feeder from pine cones spread
with a special bird peanut butter and covered in bird seed.

The next Family Service is on
Sunday 21st November.
Come along and join in the fun.
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Choir :

Sarah Guest, Anne Oke and
Sam Beard

Hall Bookings:

hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
Tel: 772109

Electoral Roll Officer:
Chris Fagan

Tel: 720319

Planned Giving Officer:
Janet Martin

Tel: 774514

Youth Group:
Revd. Canon Miriam

Tel: 772109

Parent and Toddler Club Contacts:
Monday:
Jane Bates

Tel: 492890

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows:
Contact

girlguiding.croxley@gmail.com

Badminton/Games Group
Chris Oke

Tel:220782

Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org
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The ever-popular Chocolate Tombola and, of course, mulled wine!
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